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Trade Agreements Legislation 
First Big Item in New Congress 


The first legislation introduced in 
the 84th Congress was a bill to amend 
and extend the Trade Agreements Act 
by giving the President new authority 
to fix U. S. tariff rates. 


The bill, H. R. 1, was introduced by 
Representative Cooper (Tenn.) and is 
slated to be the first important busi- 
ness undertaken by the House Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, of which 
Mr. Cooper is to be chairman. 

H. R. 1 would authorize the Presi- 
dent to reduce tariffs in three ways: 


(a) Reduction, pursuant to trade 
agreement negotiation, of existin 
tariff rates on commodities select 
for such negotiations by not more 
than 5 percent of present rates in 
each of the three years of the new 
act; 

(b) Reduction, by not more than 
one-half over a three-year period, of 
tariffs in effect on January 1, 1945, 
on products which are not being im- 
ported or which are being imported 
only in negligible volume; and 

(e) Reduction, over a three-year 
period, pursuant to trade agreement 
negotiation, to 50 percent ad valorem, 
or its equivalent, of any rate in ex- 
cess of 50 percent ad valorem, or its 
equivalent. 

This new authority for the Presi- 
dent was recommended last year by 
the 17-man Commission on Foreign 
Economic Policy, headed by Clarence 
Randall. The recommendation became 
the President’s proposal, but was ig- 
nored, 


Representative Cooper was a mem- 
ber of the Randall Commission, as 
were Senators George (Ga.) and Byrd 
(Va.), who are slated to be chairman 
and ranking majority member of the 
Senate Committee on Finance. 


1954 Annual Index 


The 1954 annual index of the 
INFORMATION LETTER covering 
all issues from January 9 (No. 
1470) through December 29 
(No, 1519) is enclosed with this 
issue of the LETTER. 


Accounting Procedures for Tax 


T. Coleman Andrews, the Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue, on Janu- 
ary 5 issued the following statement 
with respect to sections 452 and 462 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. 


“Sections 452 and 462 permit tax- 
pons to elect methods of accounting 
n computing taxable income under 
which they may defer reporting pre- 
paid income (section 452) and may 
take into account reasonable additions 
to reserves for certain estimated ex- 
penses (section 462). 


“Numerous inquiries received from 
taxpayets indicate uncertainty as to 
whether the treatment of these items 
for tax reporting purposes and for the 
taxpayers’ own record purposes must 
be consistent. The provisions of sec- 
tions 452 and 462 were designed to 
help bring tax accounting into har- 
mony with generally accepted account- 
ing principles, and were not intended 
to permit, for tax purposes, deductions 
from or deferrals of income not prop- 
erly deducted or deferred under the 
288 regular method of account- 
ng. 

“Section 446 of the 1954 Code pro- 
vides that taxable income shall be com- 
puted under the method of accounting 
on the basis of which the taxpayer 
regularly computes his income in keep- 
ing his books. Section 452 and sec- 
tion 462 each provides a_ specific 
method of accounting and, accord- 
ingly, the books of the taxpayer must 
be kept in accordance with such 
method if taxable income is to be com- 
puted under the method so elected.” 


1954 Pack of Tomatoes 


The 1954 pack of canned tomatoes 
totaled 20,964,291 actual. cases, about 
the same as the 1953 pack of 20,- 
841,255 cases, according to a report 
by the N. C. A. Division of Statistics. 

California reported an increase of 
about 5 percent and Maryland about 
12 percent over the pack for the pre- 
vious year. 

The No. 303 can accounted for over 
half of the 1954 pack. Increases also 
were reported for the other smaller 
size containers, with declines from 


last year in containers larger than 
the 303. 


Statistics reporting the pack by 


states and by container size, with com- 


parisons, are on page 3. 
1 


84th Congress Convenes; 
State of the Union Message 


The 84th Congress convened Jan- 
uary 5. On the following day, in his 
State of the Union Message, the Presi- 
dent made the following statements 
and recommendations of concern to the 
canning industry: 


AGRICULTURE 


4 . . Asa result of the flexibility pro- 
vided by the Agricultural Act of 1954, 
we can move toward less restrictive 
acreage controls 


„. . . We can now look forward to 
an easing of the influences depressing 
farm prices, to reduced government 
expenditures for purchase of surplus 
products, and to less federal intrusion 
into the lives and plans of our farm 
people.” 


The President said he will later sub- 
mit recommendations designed to as- 
sure “steady alleviation” of the most 
pressing concerns of farm operator 
families having low net cash income. 


LABOR 


The President recommended an in- 
crease in the federal minimum wage 
to 90 cents an hour. “I also recom- 
mend,” he said, “that many others, at 
present excluded, be given the protec- 
tion of a minimum wage.” 


SMALL BUSINESS ACT 


The President recommended exten- 
sion of the Small Business Act of 1953, 
which is due to expire in June. This 
Act created the SBA and authorizes 
its continued existence. 


STATEHOOD 


“As the complex problems of Alaska 
are resolved, that Territory should ex- 
pect to achieve statehood. In the 
meantime, there is no justification for 
deferring the admission to statehood 
of Hawaii. I again urge approval of 
this measure.” 


FOREIGN ECONOMIC POLICY 


The President said that on January 
10, by special message, he will submit 
recommendations for carrying for- 
ward the legislative phases of our 
foreign economic policy. 


— 
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Information Letter 


Schedule of Principal Events of the 1955 Convention 


(Subject to Revision and Addition) 


Tuesday, February 15 


10 a.m.—Meeting of N. C. A. Scientific Research Com- 
mittee, Room 10, Conrad Hilton 


Wednesday, February 16 
10 om— posting of N. C. A. Scientific Research Com- 
mittee, Room 10, Conrad Hilton 
10 a.m.— Meeting of Technical Advisory Committee to 
N. C. A. Labeling Committee, Room 5, Conrad Hilton 
3 — gy By Dinner, N.C.A. Home Economics 
ommittee, m 8, Conrad Hilton 


Thursday, February 17 
9 a.m.—Meeting of N.C.A. Processing Subcommittee 
on Foods in Metal Containers, Room 20, Conrad Hilton 
10 a.m.—Meeting of Canning Industry Research, Inc., 
Room 9, Conrad Hilton 
10 a.m.—Meeting of N. C. A. Administrative Council, 
Room 1, Conrad Hilton 
12:30 p.m.—Luncheon Meeting of N. C. A. Administra- 
tive Council, Room 2, Conrad Hilton 
2 p.m.—Meeting of N.C.A. Convention Committee, 
oom 8, Conrad Hilton 
3:30 p.m.—Meeting of N.C.A, Labeling Committee, 
Room 3, Conrad Hilton 
7 p.m.—Dinner, N. C. A. Labeling Committee, Room 4, 
nrad Hilton 


Friday, February 18 
9:30 a.m.—Meeting of N.C.A. Board of Directors, West 
Ballroom, Conrad Hilton 
12 m.—Meeting of C.M.&S.A. Board of Directors, 
Blackstone 
12:30 p.m.—Luncheon, N. C. A. Board of Directors, 
South Ballroom, Conrad Hilton 
2 2 of N. C. A. Board of Directors, Waldorf 
oom (North Ballroom), Conrad Hilton 
.m.—Meeting of Forty Niners Board of Directors, 
ubbard Room, Blackstone 
4:45 p.m.—Annual Meeting of Forty Niners, Hubbard 
Room, Blackstone 
6 p.m.—Dinner Meeting of N.C.A. Statistics Commit- 
tee, Room 8, Conrad Hilton 
7 ag of N. C. A. Resolutions Committee, 
oom 5, Conrad Hilton 
7:30 p.m.—Dinner, C.M.&S.A. Past Presidents, English 
Room, Conrad Hilton 


Saturday, February 19 

9 a.m.—Meeting of N.C.A. Nominating Committee, 
Astoria Room (North Assembly), Conrad Hilton 

9:30 a.m. (all day)—Business Meeting of N. F. B. A. 

10 a.m.—General Session of N.C.A., Williford Ball- 
room, Conrad Hilton 

10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.— Canning Machinery and Supplies 
Exhibit, Exhibit Halls, Conrad Hilton 

12:30 p.m.—Luncheon Meeting of N.C.A. Claims Com- 
mittee, Room 8, Conrad Hilton 

2 p.m.—N.C.A. Conference on Canning Procedures and 
Products, Upper Tower, Conrad Hilton 

2 p.m.—N.C.A. Conference on Procurement of Raw 
Products, Waldorf Room (North Ballroom), Conrad 

ton 

2 p.m.—N.C.A. Marketing Session, South Ballroom, 

Conrad Hilton 


4 n of N. C. A. Fishery Products Commit- 
„Room 3, Conrad Hilton 

6 p.m.—Old Guard Society Cocktail Forty and Buffet 

upper, French Room and Crystal Ballroom, Black- 
stone 

7 — N. C. A. Fishery Products Committee, 
oom 4, Conrad Hilton 

8 — — N. C. A. Research Laboratory, Lower 
ower, Conrad Hilton 


Sunday, February 20 


8:30 a.m.—Breakfast Meeting of N.C.A. Legislative 
Committee, Room 19, Conrad Hilton 

9 a.m.—Meeting of Technical Advisory Committee to 
— Raw Products Committee, Room 18, Conrad 

ton 

10:30 a.m.—Annual Meeting of C. M. AS. A., West Ball- 
room, Conrad Hilton 

1-5:30 p.m.— Canning Machinery and Supplies Exhibit, 
Exhibit Halls, Conrad Hilton 

1:30 p. N. C. A. Conference on Agricultural Manage- 
ment Problems, Waldorf Room (North Ballroom) 
Conrad Hilton 

2 p.m.— Meeting of N. C. A. Consumer and Trade Rela- 
tions Committee, Room 8, Conrad Hilton 

2 p. m.—N. C. A. Products Conference, Astoria 
— (North Assembly), Conrad Hilton 

2:30 p. m.—N. C. A. Conference on Factors Influencing 
the Shelf Life of Canned Foods, Upper Tower, Con- 
rad Hilton 

6 p.m.—State Secretaries Reception and Dinner, Room 
J. Yonrad Hilton 

6:30 p.m.— Dinner, N. C. A. Raw Products Committee 
11 Advisory Committee, Room 3, Conrad 

n 


Monday, February 21 


9 a.m.—Meeting of N.C.A. Procurement Committee, 
Room 19, Conrad Hilton 
9 a.m.—N.C.A. Conference on Pesticide Tolerances, 
Waldorf Room (North Ballroom), Conrad Hilton 
10 a.m.-5:30 Ey Machinery and Supplies 
Exhibit, Exhibit Halls, Conrad Hilton 
2 p.m.—Joint N. C. A.-C. M. AS. A. Technical Conference, 
uth Ballroom, Conrad Hilton 
2 8 of The Tomato Council, Inc., Board of 
irectors, Room 8, Conrad Hilton 
3:30 p.m.—Business Meeting of The Tomato Council, 
Inc., West Ballroom, Conrad Hilton 
7 ‘aarp Guard Society Banquet, Terrace Casino, 
orrison 


Tuesday, February 22 


10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.—Canning Machinery and Supplies 
Exhibit, Exhibit Halls, Conrad Hilton 

12:15 p.m.—Meeting of National Meat Canners Ass«- 
ciation, Crystal Ballroom, Blackstone 


7:30 p. m. C. M. AS. A. Dinner Dance, Ballroom, Sher- 
aton 


Wednesday, February 23 


9:30 N . of N. C. A. Processing Committee on 
Foods in Metal Containers, Room 20, Conrad Hilton 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.— Canning Machinery and Supplies 

Exhibit, Exhibit Halls, Conrad Hilton 
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January 8, 1955 


Grades for Canned Beets 


The Agricultural Marketing Serv- 
ice of USDA has amended the U. 8. 
standards for grades of canned beets, 
superseding those in effect since No- 
vember of 1951. 


The amendment changes minimum 
drained weight recommendations and 
count of whole beets in No. 2 contain- 
ers, and provides count ranges for 
whole beets in 8-ounce and No. 303 
size cans and for No. 2% size jars. 

The amendment was published in 
the Federal Register of January 4 and 
will become effective February 4. 


Pack of Canned Meat 


The quantity of meat canned and 
meat products processed under federal 
inspection during the month of No- 
vember has been reported by the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Service, USDA, 
at 219,578 thousand pounds, including 
quantities for defense. 


3 Lbs. Under 
3 Lbs. Total 
(in th d of p 4 ) 


Luncheon meat........ 17.577 15.355 32.931 
Canned hams.......... 28.274 6 28. 804 
Corned beef hash... .. . 465 7.7% 6.200 
Chili con carne........ 1,100 15,150 16.319 
Vienna sausage........ 250 1.884 3.113 
Frankfurters and wieners 
6 902 
817 817 
Other potted and deviled 
meat 4.048 4,048 
| 340 3.74 4.224 
Sliced, dried beef. 33 478 511 
Liver producta......... .... 75 75 
Spaghetti meat products 100 6.110 6, 288 
Tongue (not pickled)... 82 196 277 
Vinegar pickled products 1,247 1.632 2,879 
Hamburger........... 71 «66.443 «46.514 
1,796 556,323 57,000 
Sausage in oil. . 183 330 513 
504 504 
ea 107 57 165 


428 9.740 10,177 


than 20% meat (except 
501 13.217 13.721 
Total all products...... 52.71 150,042 212,661 


1954 Pack of Tomatoes 
1954 Pack of Tomatoes by States 


Btate 1953 1054 
(actual cases) 

505,106 435,301 
4,335,201 4,023,172 

114,400 151,976 
New Jerery.......... 245 501 221,312 
Pennsylvania......... 608.078 494.308 
Va. and W. Va 627 420 064,175 
1.429.916 1,081,712 
1,807,085 1,710,496 
Tenn. and Ky......... 76,884 44,120 
204.202 83.736 
427. 180 300. 373 
004,814 583 505 
6,745,306 7,100,750 
Other states 2.840.806 2,800,204 
20,841,255 20,004,201 


* Ark., Mo., Okla. 


1954 Pack of Tomatoes by Container Size 


Container Size 1053 19054 
(actual cases) 
84.422 103,513 
672,058 801,615 
8,020,070 11,445,727 
3,527,037 3.324.364 
4,123,456 4,115,723 
200. 891 
20,841,255 20,064,201 


W. F. Gohlke Dies 


W. F. Gohlke, 89, executive vice 
president and director of Walker's 
Austex Chili Co., Austin, Tex., died 
January 8 after a long illness. 


Mr. Gohlke had taken over active 
management of the Austex plant in 
1914. He is credited with having 
pushed it to the largest independent 
specialty house in its line. 

Mr. Gohlke was for many years a 
personal friend of the late Frank 
Gorrell and other Association staff 
members and often visited the former 
headquarters building. He served as 
a member of the N. C. A. Adjustment 
Committee from 1945 on. 


Stocks of Canned Foods on Dec. 1 and Season Shipments 


Reports on canners’ stocks and ship- 
ments of canned apples, applesauce, 
and pumpkin and squash have been is- 
sued by the N.C.A. Division of Sta- 


Case 
month ass (t 
2.370 4.231 
9.408 12,554 
3.876 3,145 1,012 O88, 1.904 2,458 


Aug. 6/10 
D Aug. actual 
actual 


tistics, and detailed reports covering 
December 1 stocks have been mailed 
to all canners packing these items. 


Canner Stocks, Season Shipments 
1 to Dec. 1 


Total Supply Dee. . 
1983 1034 1083 1034 


Small Business Financing 


Small firms will be able to obtain 
information on steps necessary to ob- 
tain financing through issuance of se- 
curities, under a cooperative agree- 
ment between the Small Business Ad- 
ministration and the Securities and 
Exchange Commission. 


Under the joint program, SEC will 
provide SBA with current informa- 
tion on SEC regulations applicable 
to the issuance and sale of securities 
by small firms, SEC services in aid 
of compliance, and similar matters. 
SBA’s regional and branch offices will 
serve as centers of this information 
for small business concerns. 


SEC will furnish SBA’s field offices 
with information on the rules under 
the Securities Act governing small 
business firms’ equity financing; pre- 
pare material on equity financing to be 
included in SBA’s publications series; 
participate in SBA’s conference and 
educational sources for small business 
concerns; and provide SBA with in- 
formation resulting from SEC studies 
of securities issues by small firms. 


SBA’s field offices will make avail- 
able SEC informational releases and 
publications, including the Securities 
Act of 1933, as amended; “Guide to 
Forms Adopted under the Securities 
Act”; an SEC release on “private 
offerings” of securities which are ex- 
empt from registration; “The Work 
of the SEC“; and releases and forms 
dealing with the Regulation A exemp- 
tion from registration under the Se- 
curities Act for issues of securities 
up to $300,000. 


FDA Staff Appointments 


Shelbey T. Grey, district chief of 
the Food and Drug Administration 
at Chicago, has been appointed Chief 
of FDA's Division of Program Re- 
search at Washington. He succeeds 
Robert S. Roe, who recently was 
named Associate Commissioner. 


George T. Daughters, district chief 
at Baltimore, will succeed Mr. Grey 
at Chicago. 


Mr. Grey is a graduate of Simmons 
University. He joined FDA as a sea- 
food inspector at New Orleans in 1934, 
and has served as inspector at New 
York, Atlanta, Jacksonville, Charlotte, 
Philadelphia, and Boston. He was 
chief inspector at Philadelphia and 
Boston and was made chief of the 
Boston district in 1949 before being 
transferred to Chicago. 
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Information Letter 


Questionnaires for Compiling 
Census of Manufactures 


Questionnaires for the 1954 Census 
of Manufactures, to be taken early in 
1955, will be mailed soon by the Bu- 
reau of the Census to about 275,000 
factories. 


Common inquiries for all industrial 
establishments will include plant iden- 
tification, kind of industry, employ- 
ment, payrolls, hours of work, cost of 
materials consumed, power equipment, 
water consumption, and value of prod- 
ucts shipped. Report forms for more 
than 200 different industry groups 
have been prepared. 


The Census of Manufactures will 
cover each establishment in the Cen- 
sus Bureau's file of establishments 
brought up to date by coordination 
with the files of the Bureau of Old 
Age and Survivors Insurance, 


Look Magazine 


New and unusual canned foods re- 
cently introduced are included in a 
special feature article in the December 
28 issue of Look magazine. The two- 
page spread combining colored illus- 
trations and text is entitled “What 
You Will Eat in 1955.” 


In the introductory paragraph the 
statement appears, “More and more 
foods are being almost fully prepared 
before they ever reach home kitchens, 
giving the American housewife the 
equivalent of chef-and-maid service. 
By actual test, a mother of two chil- 
dren can save up to four hours a 
day in cooking and cleaning up if she 
uses food short cuts.” 


Under an illustration of canned pies 
in the tin, the Look author has written 
the following prediction for new 
canned items for 1955: 


“Open the can above and bake the 
ie right in the tin, to serve bubbling 
ot. eat and mince pies in stores— 

apple, blueberry, other fruits coming. 
‘ Watch for canned milk with fresh 
flavor. For babies, find strained 
chicken in cans and jars; for epicures, 
search out abalone chowder, cactus 
sprouts, pickled cauliflower, smoked 
crabmeat. ‘Maraschino’-type cranber- 
ries are coming. Add frogs’ legs, Ger- 
man potato salad, lobster or scallops 
newburg. Also black-eyed peas and 
bacon, canned salmon loaf, whole roast 
turkey—or turkey hash, turkey fricas- 
see; one-serving cans of chop suey and 
three-pound cans of chow mein 
and rooster combs with kidneys in 
jelly!” 


History of H. P. Cannon & Son 


The Cannons of Nanticoke River 
1688-1956 is the title of a forthcoming 
history of H. P. Cannon & Son, In- 
corporated, Bridgeville, Del. The book 
will commemorate their anniversary 
of 75 years as canners and 140 years 
as a family firm in Bridgeville. 


Written by George Valentine Mas- 
sey, II, the story begins when James 
Cannon settled on the Nanticoke in 
1688 to plant tobacco and trade with 
the Indians. The Cannons emerge as 
traders, planters, merchants, money- 
lenders. For generations they oper- 
ated “Cannon’s Ferry,” across the 
Nanticoke, one of the oldest and most 
picturesque in America today. 

William Cannon, virtual founder of 
the present company, ran a general 
store, bought and shipped lumber and 
grain, operated grist and saw mills, 
owned a brickyard, organized a bank, 
published a newspaper, superintended 
schools, directed a railroad and as 
Civil War governor of Delaware 
helped keep that state in the Union. 

The governor planted large peach 
orchards and to market their peaches 
at fair prices his sons, Henry P. and 
Philip L., built a small canning plant 
in 1881. Philip withdrew when the 
business outlook became doubtful. 
Henry P., the company’s first presi- 
dent, saw his plant grow from the 
small 30 x 80 foot shed into the pres- 
ent structure covering 31,000 square 
feet of floor space, 

Harry Laws Cannon, president of 
the N.C.A. in 1927, succeeded his 
father as the company’s president in 
1929. During World War II the com- 


pany received the first “A” flag 
awarded in Delaware and one of the 
first in the United States. 


Today's president, Henry P. Can- 
non, II, has expanded the company to 
produce three times its 1939 peacetime 
rate and equal its World War II peak. 


Mr. Massey’s book also treats of 
canning history and other early can- 
neries in Delaware. 


The book will be illustrated with re- 
productions of early prints, maps, land 
grants, documents and modern pic- 
tures of the plant. It will be published 
in 1955 for the company’s 75th anni- 
versary celebration in 1956 and dis- 
tributed to schools and universities, 
archives departments, historical so- 
ciety and other libraries, radio sta- 
tions, canning trade journals, and sold 
in bookstores. 


Gibbs & Co. Organization 


Gibbs & Company, Inc. of Baltimore, 
recently acquired subsidiary of Con- 
solidated Foods Corporation, Chicago, 
has named the following officers: 


W. T. Dixon Gibbs, grandson of the 
founder, continues to serve as presi- 
dent; Joseph Brenner, executive vice 
president; John J. Fenton, vice presi- 
dent; Garnett Hayden, secretary and 
treasurer; Stacey H. Gifford, as- 
sistant secretary. 


Mr. Gibbs has stated that the com- 
pany will continue to operate as a 
separate subsidiary of the parent cor- 
poration. No changes in established 
manufacturing and sales policies of 
Gibbs & Company will be made, he 
said. 
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